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ScotPEN Wellcome Engagement Award 

(SWEA) 

Guidance Notes 

What is SWEA? 

 
The ScotPEN Wellcome Engagement Award (SWEA) is a pilot scheme through 

which Wellcome grant-holders in Scotland can apply for funding to engage the public 

with their work. Running until October 2021, it replaces Wellcome’s Research 

Enrichment: Public Engagement funding scheme. 
 

ScotPEN (the Scottish Public Engagement Network) is an inclusive network of 

people involved in public engagement across various sectors in Scotland. It 

provides peer support, collaborative opportunities and a voice to shape and share 

good engagement practice. 

SWEA funding is competitive. Applicants are invited to work closely with their 

institutional public engagement teams to develop their projects, ensuring these 

reflect and complement their university’s engagement ambitions and those of 

Wellcome. All applications should be submitted electronically via institutional public 

engagement teams. 

 
To support applicants in developing their ideas, ScotPEN will host information 

sessions, training events and opportunities to build relationships with project partners 

and audiences. For up to date information and to find your institutional public 

engagement contact, please visit www.scotpen.org/swea-call-for-applications 
 

Scope – Is this the fund for me? 

 
You should apply for this funding if you want to engage the public with research 

currently funded by your Wellcome grant. SWEA funding can support a programme 

of activities during the lifetime of your research grant and should provide you with the 

opportunity to develop your practice in public engagement. 

 
We normally expect to fund applications between £5,000 and £100,000 and 

encourage you to explore any institutional seed funding before applying. Your 

award must end on the same date than your main Wellcome grant or earlier. Your 

project and award value must be proportionate to the time left on your research 

grant and engagement experience of applicants or co-applicants. You should also 

ensure that appropriate staff time is allocated to the project. We welcome both 

smaller projects for development and larger projects that build on previous 

experience.  

https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/research-institutions-are-best-placed-support-researchers-public-engagement
https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/schemes/research-enrichment-public-engagement
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/research-institutions-are-best-placed-support-researchers-public-engagement
https://wellcome.org/what-we-do/our-work/public-engagement
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcomes-approach-engaging-public-going-change
http://www.scotpen.org/swea-call-for-applications
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Your proposed public engagement project should include opportunities for you to: 

• engage the public with your research in a compelling way 

• develop your public engagement leadership, skills and expertise 

• build sustainable partnerships between researchers and 

- community or public organisations 

- cultural partners 
• explore the different ways that engagement can enhance your research 

• increase engagement capacity within your institution and/or research 
partners. 

 

 
Your institutional public engagement teams will work closely with you to develop this 
application and they can provide further advice on eligible costs and types of 
activities that fall under the scope of this award. 

 
Eligibility - who can apply? 

 
You may apply for this award as lead applicant if you are a current Wellcome grant 

holder (see list of exclusions). We encourage inclusion of post-doctoral researchers 

or PhD students as named co-applicants, if playing a substantial role in delivery of 

the public engagement project. Co-applicants are limited to those funded by a 

Wellcome research grant, either the same grant as the lead applicant or a different 

one. Indicating the “% ownership” on the application form allows for recognition of 

the co-applicant’s contribution, which can be higher than that of the lead applicant. 

Community, public or cultural organisations or individuals and non-Wellcome 

researchers can be included as project partners. 

 
Inter-institutional collaborative applications are encouraged within the SWEA pilot 

scheme. There are no geographical restrictions on co-applicants, partners and 

collaborators. 

 
You may submit a revised engagement project for SWEA funding following an 

unsuccessful Research Enrichment – Public Engagement (RE:PE) or Provision for 

Public Engagement application. Contact your local public engagement team to 

discuss this. 

You can't use this funding for: 

• engagement activities that are essential to carrying out your research in an 
ethical way, for example consulting with community advisory panels or 
communicating research findings to research participants 

• engagement with specialist audiences, for example policy makers, 
scientists, healthcare professionals and public engagement 
professionals, without the involvement of public voices 

• one-way communication or media activities, such as broadcast, radio, 
websites and press releases. 
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Submission – how and when can I apply? 

 
Application is by completion of the ScotPEN Wellcome Engagement Award Form 

plus letters of support from your project partners if appropriate. You must submit 

your application via your institution’s public engagement team, who will pass it to 

ScotPEN for review. Please contact them to discuss your application at an early 

stage. For inter-institutional collaborations, it is particularly important that PE staff in 

both institutions are consulted as early as possible: see list of institutional contacts. 
 

There are two funding calls during the 2020-2021 SWEA pilot Phase 2. Late 

applications will not be accepted. 

 

Round 3: 

Application Deadline: 17:00 on Monday 1st February 2021 

Decisions Announced: April 2021 

Project start date can be no earlier than Tuesday 1st June 2021  

 

Round 4: 

Application Deadline: September/October 2021 (TBC) 

Decisions Announced: November 2021 (TBC) 

Project start date can be no earlier than February 2022 (TBC) 

 
If you have a disability or a chronic health condition contact us for information on 

how we can support you with the application process. 

All projects that send funds to partner institutions will require a collaboration 

agreement. Applicants should discuss this requirement, and the due diligence 

checks that may accompany this paperwork, with partner institutions early in the 

application process. 

By submitting your application, you agree to abide by the terms of our privacy notice. 
 

 

Additional Information 

Financial, ethical and IP review processes 

You will need to demonstrate that you are following your institution’s ethical review 

process and its policies on child protection and health and safety. See NCCPE 

guidance on ethical issues to consider when developing a public engagement 

project. A letter from the relevant department or the PI may be requested clarifying 

the status of the ethical review process in your institute. For further enquiries please 

contact scotpen-wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk. 

If Intellectual Property (IP) is likely to arise from the project, you will need to 

demonstrate that you have sought guidance from your institution’s relevant 

https://www.scotpen.org/swea-call-for-applications
https://www.scotpen.org/swea-call-for-applications
mailto:ScotPEN-Wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/nccpe-projects-and-services/completed-projects/ethics-participatory-research
mailto:scotpen-wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk
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department and that a potential IP agreement is being discussed with your 

partner(s).  

 
Assessment 

 
Your application will be assessed by a panel of engagement and research experts, 

with peer review invited for larger projects. We aim to give you a decision and any 

feedback within eight weeks of the application deadline. There are no interviews. 

 
Reporting 

 
Reporting requirements will be confirmed on award of funding, but you may be asked 
to report on progress as you would for any other aspect of your main research grant. 
This may include details of expenditure, use and outcomes. 

 
To evaluate how well SWEA is working, SWEA’s organisers or Wellcome may 
contact you for further information about your award.  
 
Outcome and Funds 
 
You will be notified by email regarding the outcome of your application. Award 
letters will include all reporting and conditions relating to successful projects. 
Awards will be generated at The University of Glasgow and a budget will be 
set up in conjunction with your Institutional Finance Team/s. Wellcome’s 
standard Grant Conditions: UK and overseas [PDF 161KB] apply. 

 

List of exclusions 
 

If your main Wellcome grant is one of the following, you should contact ScotPEN- 

Wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk before you apply as there is a 

different application process: 

 
• Wellcome Centre 

• Africa and Asia Programme 

• Developing Excellence in Leadership and Training in Africa Programme 
 

You can’t apply if your main Wellcome grant is one of the following: 
 

• Biomedical Vacation Scholarships 

• Doctoral Studentships 

• Engagement Fellowships 

• Four-year PhD Studentships in Science 

• International Master's Fellowships 

• Master's Studentships in Humanities and Social Science 

• PhD Training Fellowships for Clinicians 

• Small Grants in Humanities and Social Science 

• Sustaining Excellence Awards 

• The Hub Award 

• ISSF awards 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/sites/default/files/grant-conditions-2018-nov.pdf
https://wellcome.ac.uk/sites/default/files/grant-conditions-2018-nov.pdf
mailto:ScotPEN-Wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk
mailto:ScotPEN-Wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk
https://wellcome.ac.uk/what-we-do/our-work/research-centres-and-institutes
https://wellcome.ac.uk/what-we-do/our-work/programmes-and-initiatives-africa-and-asia
https://wellcome.ac.uk/what-we-do/our-work/programmes-and-initiatives-africa-and-asia
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/biomedical-vacation-scholarships
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/doctoral-studentships
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/schemes/engagement-fellowships
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/four-year-phd-programmes-studentships-basic-scientists
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/masters-fellowships-public-health-and-tropical-medicine
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/masters-awards-humanities-and-social-science
https://wellcome.org/funding/clinical-phd-programmes
https://wellcome.org/funding/small-grants-humanities-and-social-science
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/schemes/sustaining-excellence-awards
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/schemes/hub-award
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Privacy Notice for ScotPEN Wellcome Engagement Award funding 
scheme 

 

Your Personal Data 

The University of Glasgow will be what’s known as the ‘Data Controller’ of your personal 

data processed in relation to your application to the ScotPEN Wellcome Engagement Award 

funding scheme. This privacy notice will explain how The University of Glasgow will process 

your personal data. 

 
Why we need it 

 
We are collecting your basic personal data such as name, email address and contact details 

in order to process your application and ensure successful applications can be efficiently 

loaded onto the grant management systems of the University of Glasgow and the Host 

Institutions (of the applicants). Your data will also be used to communicate with you about 

any reporting or evaluation required as a condition of the grant and to report application 

metrics to the scheme’s funder, the Wellcome Trust. We will only collect data that we need in 

order to provide and oversee this service to you. 

 
Legal basis for processing your data 

 
We must have a legal basis for processing all personal data. In this instance, the legal basis 

is Public task/Official authority. 

 
What we do with it and who we share it with 

All the personal data you submit is processed by staff at the University of Glasgow in the 

United Kingdom. It may be shared with relevant colleagues at: 

• The Wellcome trust (UK) – as funder of the scheme 

• The University of Dundee (UK) – who will require the data in order to undertake an 

evaluation of the scheme 

and with members of an assessment panel. Any such colleagues will abide by a code of 

conduct ensuring confidentiality and data security. 

Any personal data shared will be limited to that which is absolutely necessary to allow the 

panel members or organisation to fulfil their role and will be sent using secure file transfer. 

 
How long do we keep it for? 

 
Your data will be retained by the University for up to 5 years after the end of the research 

grant with which your application is associated. After this time, data will be securely deleted. 

 
What are your rights?* 

You can request access to the information we process about you at any time. If at any point 

you believe that the information we process relating to you is incorrect, you can request to 

see this information and may in some instances request to have it restricted, corrected or, 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/dpfoioffice/gdpr/datasubjectrights/
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erased. You may also have the right to object to the processing of data and the right to data 

portability. 

 
If you wish to exercise any of these rights, please submit your request via the webform or 

contact dp@gla.ac.uk. 

 

*Please note that the ability to exercise these rights will vary and depend on the legal basis 

on which the processing is being carried out. 

 
Complaints 

 
If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, you can 

contact the University Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter. 

Our Data Protection Officer can be contacted at dataprotectionofficer@glasgow.ac.uk 
 

If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are not processing your personal 

data in accordance with the law, you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office 

(ICO) https://ico.org.uk/ 

 

Contact details 

 
If you have any questions relating to this notice or the way we are planning to use your 

information please contact: scotpen-wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk 
 
 

 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/dpfoioffice/gdpr/gdprrequests/
mailto:dp@gla.ac.uk
mailto:dataprotectionofficer@glasgow.ac.uk
https://ico.org.uk/
mailto:scotpen-wellcome-engagement-award@glasgow.ac.uk

